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IDENTIFICATION OF
GEOGRAPHICAL AND RACIAL
DISPARITIES WITHIN HAWAII

AND POSSIBLE INTERVENTIONS

A Community Profile Report

GEOGRAPHY

ASSET OR DISADVANTAGE?

Hawaii is the only state to not be a part of the continental United
States. Geography has been on their side, reducing COVID-19, in
compliment with mask mandates and lockdowns."'With high tourism
rates and the reduction of mandates, Hawaii may be highly
susceptible to high contraction rates of various strains. Due to their
distance from the continental states, Hawaii may lack access to
personal protection equipment (PPE) and vaccines, reducing their
access to public care! However, this geographic isolation has been
costly for the state before.
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BOARD of NEALTH
NOTICE!?

r . .

The following Regulations of the Board of Health
are still in force, and notice is hereby given that San Francisco is
considered a “port known to be infected with Small-Pox” It is
further ordered that all persons specially permitted to land from
any vessels arriving from San Francisco in less than fifteen days
passage, shall report in person to the Port Physician at least once
a day until a period of fifteen days shall have elapsed since leav-
ing San F'rancisco.

QUARANTINE REGULATIONS

—— AND——

RVLES ADOPTED BY THE HAWALIAN BOARD OF HEALTH.
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Map of Hawaii [Map]. (2020). In Lonely Planet. Retrieved October 20, 2021.

History Repeating Itself?

Hawaiians were once nearly wiped
out by the smallpox disease back
in the 1800s! Kingdom rulers
pushed for smallpox vaccinations.’
Smallpox, like COVID-19, can be
transmitted through contact with
symptoms such as high fevers. By
using comparisons between the
smallpox and COVID-19
pandemic, campaigns were led in
order to prevent Hawaii from
being destroyed by disease.'These
campaigns seemed to be fruitful,
yet, after delta variant spread and
tourism became lax, cases were on
the rise.

Quarantine regulations issued by the Hawaiian Board of Health, c. 1869 (Image courtesy of the Hawaii State Archives)

1 Kelleher, J. S. (2021, August 27). COVID-19 surge pummels Hawaii and its native population. Retrieved October 24, 2021, from https://apnews.com/article/lifestyle-health-coronavirus-
pandemic-hawaii-097137d852609f37e4aada899da5938f



Race of COVID-19 Cases

*updated asof 10/20/21
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RACIAL DISPARITIES

AN ANALYSIS

. . . . 2
Hawaii is considered to be a melting pot of a Vaccine Status

variety of ethnicities. Upon data analysis, it can be

L

70.2% of total population has been vaccinated

noted that racial disparities are present. Key
findings include significant jumps between
individuals who identify as white and those who
identify as native Hawaiians, with a large portion
of COVID-19 cases belonging to the latter’ Other
races have been fairly consistent throughout.2
The highest number of deaths were among
Filipinos, which accounted for 22% of totall2 deaths,
while native Hawaiians accounted for 18%. Those
who identified as white accounted for 9% of total
deaths”95% of deaths included patients who

reported at least one underlying condition’

Asians: 51% initiated, 39% population
Blacks: 1% initiated, 2% population
NHPIs: 19% initiated, 25% population
Whites: 25% initiated, 25% population

51% race data is unknown

The impacts of racial disparities within Hawaii
include increased hospitalization and deaths of
native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders (N HPIs).4
This can be attributed to communication barriers
and lack of informational material for NHPIs.
Even though there may be access to health care,
NHPIs may not be fully educated or aware due to

language barriers.

2 Hawaii COVID-19 Data. (2021, October 20). Retrieved October 21, 2021.



Interventions

Communication
What is needed?

» In order to prevent COVID-19 among NHPIs, it is
imperative to develop strategies that address S h OW Al O h O ’
cultural responsiveness, language accessibility,
and sensitivity within public health.

» Prevention messaging that incorporates cultural The 5 W's of wearing a face covering to
values and highlights messages of protecting prevent the spread of COVID-19
community as well as alternative strategies are
encouraged for engaging in important cultural

traditions and practices (e.g., cultivating

collaborative partnerships to support virtual

° o o ° 3
capacity for religious services).

WHO should WHAT type of mask WHEN should one

. wear a mask? should one wear? wear a mask?
Department Of Health Strategles Everyone, except those under A cloth or non-medical surgical Anytime you may interact
e The Hawaii Department of Health (HDOH) 2 years of age, or with medical mask is ideal in order to prevent with people outside of your
conditions that prevents you any shortages of personal household, such as using
created the Pacific Islander Priority Investigations from wearing one. protective equipment for public transport, buying
healthcare workers. groceries, or eating out.

and Outreach Team by enlisting and training

culturally responsive and linguistically diverse
case investigators, contact tracers, and
community health workers.aThose who were
most affected Pacific Islander communities make
up a majority of the staff.3

o This team provided translated prevention

information, improved access to resources (e.g., WHERE should one's mask cover? WHY are masks necessary?

2 o . 2o The mask should fit snugly and To protect each other, especially our
1solat10n and quarantlne faCllltleS and fully cover your nose and mouth in kapuna! A mask can help trap and block
Comprehensive social services through order to be effective! droplets from an infected person.

community partners), and supported community

outreach (e'g‘, providing interpretation assistance Visit hiphi.org/covid19 for state and county information on COVID-19 safety.

at testing sites). These efforts complement efforts

b d . . d initiati Hawaii Public Health Institute. (2021, October 18). COVID-19 Hawai‘i Resources. Retrieved October
y a vocate orgamzatlons and 1nitiatives among 24, 2021, from https://www.hiphi.org/covid19/#14

NHPIs.

Restricting Travel and Implementing Mandates

» Additional recommendations include implementation of restrictive travel between Hawaii and overseas destinations,
as well as enforcing social distancing/stay-at-home malndaltes.3

» Reducing travel significantly would allow for control of community transmission. Preventing island-to-island travel
would ensure reduction of cases. By encouraging the citizens of Hawaii to wear masks in public settings, an
individual's chance of contracting and spreading the infections are significantly lessened. Travel restriction and

enforcing mandates go hand-in-hand to reduce the number of cases and death attributed to COVID-19.”

g La Croix, S., & Brown, T. (2020, April 3). How to Control Hawaii's Coronavirus Epidemic and Bring Back the economy: The Next Steps. Retrieved October 24, 2021, from https://uhero.hawaii.edu/wp-
a content/uploads/2020/04/HowToControlHawaiisCoronavirusEpidemic.pdf
Quint JJ, Van Dyke ME, Maeda H, et al. Disaggregating Data to Measure Racial Disparities in COVID-19 Outcomes and Guide Community Response — Hawaii, March 1, 2020-February 28, 2021. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep
2021:70:1267-1273. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm7037alexternal icon.
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